TOWN HALL MEETING:

3" REPORT ON OGUN STATE 2020 BUDGET AND MEDIUM TERM
EXPENDITURE FRAME WORK(MTEF) 2020 - 2022
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FRIDAY 18™ OCTOBER, 2019

AT THE

OGUN CENTRAL SENATORIAL DISTRICT, AT JUNE 12 CULTURAL CENTRE,
KUTO, ABEOKUTA, OGUN STATE

CHIEF HOST:

HIS EXCELLENCY, THE EXECUTIVE GOVERNOR OF OGUN STATE
PRINCE (DR.) DAPO ABIODUN, MFR

ORGANISED BY THE MINISTRY OF BUDGET AND PLANNING, OKE-MOSAN,
ABEOKUTA

1.0 INTRODUCTION




The State Government held her 3™ Town Hall Meeting on year 2020 Budget and MTEF for 2020
— 2022 in Ogun Central Senatorial District, in the State capital, Abeokuta, at the June 12 Cultural
Centre, Kuto, on Friday, 18™ October, 2019. The Government of Ogun State under the
leadership of His Excellency, Prince (Dr.) Dapo Abiodun, MFR has taken the conduct of the Town
Hall Meeting to another level. It is gratifying to say that consultation with citizens of the State
had been organised in all the 3 Senatorial Districts of the State ( comprising Ogun East held in
liebu-Ode; Ogun West in llaro and the 3™ in Ogun Central in Abeokuta, the State Capital), to
demonstrate inclusive and participatory governance.

The Town Hall meeting was attended by various dignitaries and stakeholders which included
various Women Groups, Youth Organisations, Trade Unions, Trade Associations, Community
Development Associations (CDAs), Professional Bodies, Local Government Councils, Non-
Governmental Organisations/Civil Society Organisations, Religious and Student Bodies, senior
citizens, etc.

2.0 ATTENDANCE

A wide range of stake holders attended this meeting as follows: the number one citizen of the
State, His Excellency, Prince (Dr.) Dapo Abiodun, MFR; the Deputy Governor of Ogun State,
Engr. (Mrs.) Noimot Salako-Oyedele; Speaker of Ogun State House Assembly, Rt. Hon. Olakunle
Oluomo, the Secretary to the State Government, Mr. Olatokunbo Talabi; the Chief of Staff to
the Governor, Alhaji Shuaib Salisu, the Chief Economic Adviser to His Excellency, Mr. Dapo
Okubadejo; Consultant on Budget and Planning, Mr. Olaolu Olabimtan, Special Advisers and
Consultants to His Excellency; the Chairman of the House Committee on Finance and
Appropriation, Hon. Kunle Sobukonla; Members of the Ogun State House of Assembly; APC
Chairman in Ogun State, Chief YemiSanusi, Royal Fathers, Chairman of Ogun State Council of
Obas and Paramout Ruler of Egbaland, His Royal Majesty, Oba Aremu Gbadebo, the Osile of
Oke-Ona, Oba Adedapo Tejuoso, Agura of Gbagura, Oba Saburi Babajide Bakare, The Head of
Service, Engr. Lanre Bisiriyu, Permanent Secretaries; Heads of Parastatals/Agencies;
Representatives of the Six (6) Local Government Areas in Ogun Central Senatorial District,
Religious Leaders and Leaders of Political Groups.

Others in attendance included Former Speakers, Ogun State House of Assembly, State Chapter
of Nigerian Union of Pensioners, various Women Groups, Non-Governmental
Organizations/Civil Society Organisations, Trade Associations and Unions Community
Development Associations; National Association of Nigerian Students; Artisans; Women and
Youth Organisations, etc.

2.0 OPENING

The meeting commenced at 11.25am with the arrival of His Excellency, the Executive Governor
of Ogun State, Prince (Dr.) Dapo Abiodun, MFR. The opening prayers were offered by the Chief
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Imam of Egbaland and Head, League of Imam, Alhaji Liadi Orunsolu and Reverend Larry Ajala
following the rendition of the National and State Anthem:s.

3.0 REGISTRATION OF PARTICIPANTS

The turnout of participants at the event was highly impressive. An average of 4,000
participants attended the meeting, comprising those who registered their names and addresses
on the attendance sheets provided and those who did not register formally on the attendance
sheets.

5.0 WELCOME ADDRESS
The Consultant on Budget and Planning to the Governor, Mr Olaolu Olabimtan, welcomed all

the guests to the grand finale of the Town Hall meeting. He noted that the current

Administration was committed to good governance and efficient service delivery to the masses
who were very essential to good governance.

The Consultant stated that the purpose of the meeting was for all relevant stakeholders to
interact with His Excellency on how to move the State forward. He stated that useful
engagements were held in Ogun East and Ogun West Senatorial Districts and His Excellency had
taken notes of the views expressed and assured that their views would be taken into
consideration in the year 2020 Budget and the Medium-Term Expenditure Framework (MTEF)
for 2020 - 2022.

He concluded his address by urging all stakeholders to join hands with His Excellency to move
the State to enviable heights.

6.0 OPENING REMARKS BY HIS EXCELLENCY

The Executive Governor of Ogun State, His Excellency, Prince (Dr.) Dapo Abiodun, MFR
appreciated God and all the people of the State for the success achieved in previous meetings
in Ogun East and Ogun West Senatorial Districts. He said the positive feedback received from
the people, both in Ogun East and Ogun West so far, confirmed that the best way to water the
seed of participatory democracy was to engage the citizens in their respective domains.

His Excellency stated that hosting of the meeting at the State Capital in Abeokuta was the icing
on the cake and was a further demonstration of his Administration’s commitment to
democratic ideals and principles. He acknowledged the importance of the choice of the venue
of the meeting, named after the June 12 Generals Election, while attesting to good democratic
practices in the State. On that note, he welcomed everybody to the Ogun Central Town Hall
Meeting, the last event following the 2 earlier meetings held in Ogun East and West,
respectively to obtain inputs from the populace on the preparation of the year 2020 budget of
our dear State.



His Excellency re-emphasized his tripartite covenant (with God, himself and the people of Ogun
State), while noting that the Administration would ensure an all-inclusive government and
distribution of democratic dividends to all parts of the State. His Administration remains
irrevocably committed to good governance based on prudent public financial management,
provision of conducive environment for individual prosperity of the people of Ogun State and
the wholesome development of the dear State. He also reassured the people that the present
Administration under his watch would not abandon any inherited projects that have benefits
and which would impart the development of the State positively. Although, some of these
facilities might have initially been meant for other purposes, everything found on ground would
be creatively utilized for the benefit of the State and her people. He said this approach would
also apply to situations where the facilities had been largely abandoned and could not be used
for the initial purpose any longer. The Administration would endeavor to convert these unused
facilities to the advantage of our dear State. He cited the example of the Ogun Tech Hub, along
Kobape Road on the outskirts of the State capital where the building was initially meant to
serve as a Model Secondary School converted to the first Ogun Tech Hub. The Hub would
unleash this Administration’s creativity and ingenuity, thereby show casing the State on the
global map. He therefore used the opportunity to reassure the people of Ogun State that His
Administration would not engage in unnecessary vendetta or self-aggrandizement as all
inherited projects that had potentials to benefit the people would be completed as these
projects were funded out of the commonwealth of the people of Ogun State.

His Excellency also stated that for the Government to have a good financial document
concerning the anticipated revenues and proposed expenditures for the coming financial year,
it was important that the people for whom Government holds mandate in trust should also
have a say, especially as it was all about them. Therefore, the Town Hall Meeting was a
veritable platform for civic engagement of the people of Ogun Central. This kind of engagement
would complement the Administration’s efforts towards having a strategic allocation of
resources and embarking on the projects and programmes that would have impart on the
people.

In this regard, His Excellency appreciated all the people of Ogun Central Senatorial District, and,
by extension, the entire good people of Ogun State for their support, collaboration and co-
operation. He also prayed for more of such participation by the people to support the
Administration in the journey of building the economy of the State together to the fulfillment of
the dreams of our founding fathers. Like he had done in the last two Town Hall Meetings, he
assured that all the comments, suggestions, and recommendations would be noted and
followed up with appropriate actions. He stated that the development agenda to drive the
economy was neither about Dapo Abiodun nor any particular Administration but was for the
progress and development of Ogun State.



His Excellency further noted that he held a meeting with the Ogun State Council of Obas to
benefit from the wise counsel and rich experiences of the royal fathers and that his
Administration would ensure that the statutory meeting of the Council of Obas meant to hold
on quarterly basis would be resuscitated in utmost respect to the traditional institution in view
of his commitment to participatory governance. At this point, he thanked the Chairman of the
Ogun State Council of Obas, His Royal Majesty, Oba Adedotun Aremu Gbadebo, CFR, the Alake
and Paramount Ruler of Egbaland, for his leadership of the Council. Likewise, His Royal
Majesty, Oba (Dr.) Sikiru Adetona, CFR, the Awujale and Paramount Ruler of ljebu land; His
Royal Majesty, Oba Kehinde Gbadewole Olugbenle, MFR, the Olu of llaro and Paramount Ruler
of Yewaland; His Royal Majesty, Oba Babatunde Adewale Ajayi, FCA, the Akarigbo and
Paramount Ruler of Remoland; and all the Kabiyesis; for their maturity and fatherly roles.

The State Governor further reiterated that everybody must be given equal opportunity to bring
in their wealth of experience, energy, and social networking into play as this was a State
renowned for her firsts in many fields of human endeavors through her sons and daughters. He
said that the State, therefore, had no reason not to be socio-economically viable and
prosperous while noting that the expanded Town Hall Meeting was another symbolic
representation of the Administration’s commitment towards inclusive and participatory
governance.

The Governor further added that the Government had intensified efforts in bringing a brighter
future to the masses through job creation, poverty alleviation and food security and assured
the audience that his Administration would continue to demonstrate commitment to
partnership with the people in education, health, infrastructure and other sectors that have
direct and positive imparts on the masses. He stated that all the primary schools, health-centres
and roads selected by the people in each of the 236 wards across the State were already
receiving immediate intervention. Others were transformation of the State Hospital ,ljaye,
some intra-roads have been resurfaced while many underwent palliative measures to reduce
the crisis of road hazards during the raining seasons to alleviate the daily pains being
experienced by motorists especially in areas like Obantoko and Elite Road (Idi-Aba) in the State
capital. The construction of a new bridge to replace the collapsed culvert in the Opako-Adigbe
axis. He mentioned that there were other initiatives such as the joint request to the Federal
Government by Ogun and Lagos States to take over the rehabilitation of the Lagos—Ota-
Abeokuta road, and the establishment of Lagos-Ogun Joint Development Commission to
address a number of issues along our border towns, such as Ibafo, Isheri, Akute, among others.
Some other issues under focus included: physical planning, infrastructure, security, and of
course, revenue, etc.



Having stated the above, His Excellency promised that he would adequately respond to all
comments, recommendations, proposals and even critique, during the interactive sessions
stating that all views and inputs were important factors that would be incorporated into the
2020 Budget estimates which would subsequently manifest in desired outcomes in each of the
three Senatorial Districts. He noted that, Ogun Central Senatorial District and her most
enlightened and politically sophisticated people were very key to the successful
implementation of the “Building our Future Together” Agenda. He also said that apart from the
fact that Ogun Central was strategically located, having Abeokuta as the Capital City, the people
of the area have been widely acknowledged as major contributors to the continued socio-
economic development of our dear State and the Nation, in general.

His Excellence concluded his speech by expressing his sincere gratitude to all the people of
Ogun State for their patience, tolerance, dedication, support, co-operation and collaboration in
the journey of working partnership, particularly in the last two weeks of hosting series of Town
Hall Meetings in the 3 Senatorial Districts of the State. He appreciated everybody’s massive
participation and ingenious contributions so far at the two previous Town Hall Meetings held in
Ogun East and West and that of the present one being held in Ogun Central.

7.0 SOME SALIENT COMMENTS FROM THE PARTICIPANTS

1. Alake and Paramount Ruler of Egbaland, His Royal Majesty, Oba (Dr.) Adedotun, Aremu
Gbadebo appreciated His Excellency for all activities and programmes organized so far for the
benefit of the people. He urged the unemployed youths to take advantage of the Job portal set
up by the State Government to apply for jobs. He stated that Government would provide loans
and lands for agriculture made available in each Senatorial District for the youths and
interested farmers.

2 Engr. Kunle Adesina, representing Abeokuta North Local Government commended His
Excellency for the palliative measures taking place on Lafenwa — Ayetoro road. He charged the
Government to patronise small scale businesses, artisans and local contractors for the purchase
of materials like nails, cement, granite, etc., for palliative measures on roads and rehabilitation.

3. Mr. Femi Majekodunmi representing Abeokuta South Local Government complained about
bad roads in Oloke-Ojere road, Adatan-Obantoko road andAdigbe, lack of portable water and
deplorable state of schools. He also requested for renovation and upgrading of hospitals,
provision of more Doctors and Nurses in the Primary Health Care Centre, provision of necessary
farming tools to help farmers and beautification of Abeokuta South Local Government.

4, Hon. Ganiyu Hamsat representing Ewekoro Local Government appealed to the
Government to put palliative measures on ltori — Papa road and the palace road in Ewekoro,
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rehabilitate the Hospital in Itori which was about to collapse and allow Dangote structure which
was demolished by the past Administration to come back in order to provide more jobs for the
youth.

5. Alhaji Adebesin representing Ifo Local Government complained about the uncompleted
bridge in Ojodu Abiodun and bad condition of roads in ljoko, Akute, channel TV, Ifo — Abule and
other roads in Ifo. He also appealed to His Excellency to repair the Model College and revisit the
abandoned Free Trade Zone.

6. Chief Dayo Abatan representing Obafemi Owode Local Government complained about bad
conditions of roads in Ajebo-Abeokuta and no road network to Owode town.

7. Pastor L.A. Fajimi representing Odeda Local Government complained about bad roads in
Odeda, Kila — Orilellugun — Ibadan, Olugbo, Ogunmakin, llugun and Olopomeji. He appealed to
the Government to address the Agro Service which has been abandoned, Eweje Farm
Settlements, Oyan Dam to be powered in order to provide electricity and modernisation and
promotion of farm produce internationally, for example melon, robo, groundnut oil, black soap,
etc.

8. Alhaji Sugar representing the League of Imam appreciated His Excellency for the support
given to League of Muslim societies during the fasting period and Eid-el-kabir celebration and
pleaded that the Governor should consider Muslims in political appointment. He also
complained about bad roads inMokola, Ikija, Iberekodo, Saje andAdatan.

9. Revd. Stephen Adeyemi, State Secretary Christian Association of Nigeria (CAN) appealed to
His Excellency to revitalize the Inter-Religious Council (Board where religious matters on the
way forward were being discussed which had been non operational for a long time. He asked
the Government to ensure harmony between the two religions, Christianity and Islam. He also
sought for sponsorship of Christians for Holy Pilgrimage and involvement of CAN in the State
Christmas Carol which he suggested should be held in open fields or a very big auditorium,
stadia, which could accommodate several people at a go.

10. The Representative of Federation of Muslim Women Association of Nigeria (FOMWAN)
asked His Excellency to remember women in appointment in governance, both Christians and
Muslim. She said if you train a woman, you train a Nation.

11. The Representative of National Council for Women Society commended His Excellency on
his promise that his Government will consist of at least 40%-50% of women. She asked for the
restoration of sponsorship of Women NGOs to Pilgrimage and also pointed out that loans
should be extended to market women especially and not restricted to politicians alone.



12. Comrade AdelekeAdebajo, State Chairman, National Youth Council of Nigeria stated that
voluntary organisations should be involved in the monitoring and implementation of the
Budget. He requested that a Youth Agency be created as youth development has been
neglected in the Ministry of Youth and Sports. He also requested for the provision of Youth
House which existed in other States as well as provision of means of mobility.

13. Anthony Ayodele representing Artisan Association requested that Government should
consider them in the execution of projects and also sponsor them for training, locally and
internationally.

14. Comrade Bamgbose representing National Association of Nigerian Students (NANS), Ogun
State pointed out the following areas of need for students:

e Repairs of all the bad roads leading to the Tertiary Institutions and College of
Technology, llese road which is waterlogged,

e Provision of hostels in Tertiary Institutions which will reduce crime and increase the IGR
of the State,

e Payment of Bursary to Students,

e Equip Medical Institutions with drugs and facilities,

e Payment of subventions to school management to enable them perform well and thus,
reduce the school fees.

15. Comrade Emmanuel Bankole representing Nigeria Labour Congress (NLC) appreciated His
Excellency for restoring the two Labour Leaders sacked by the past Administration. He also
pointed out the following areas of need:

e Payment of backlog of gratuities to retirees who have retired since 2011 in Tai solarin
College of Education (TASCE),OlabisiOnabanjo University Teaching Hospital (OOUTH)
and others in order to alleviate their sufferings,

e Budget 2020 to capture Human Capital Development. People should be trained and
conducive working environment provided for people to contribute their best.

e On agriculture, Farmers should be empowered for them to break-even.
e [ssue on minimum wage must be considered and implemented.

16. Chief Fola Akintunde from Nigeria Union of Pensioners requested for the payment of
gratuities of the pensioners who have retired for over four years, harmonisation of pensions
and also implementation of 33.4% pension.

17. Dr. Salami F.A. from Health Reform Foundation of Nigeria (RERFON) requested for the
implementation of the National Health Insurance Act.

18. Hon. Tinu Fashola from Odeda requested for the upgrading of the market at Saje to a
modern day market by providing toilet and waste dump site.



19. Representative of Gender Development Initiative requested for the provision of shelter
for abused women and children and also upgrading of existing orphanages and homes for
vulnerable children.

20. Dr.Bukonla Oladele from Abeokuta North requested for the consideration, establishment
and empowernment of viable guidance and counselling departments to all pupils in all public
primary and secondary schools in the State.

21. Mrs. Egbochie Janet from Abeokuta North requested for the upgrading of pensions of
some pensioners who collect N8,000 per month because of the old salary scale.

22. Kasimo Ogunfayo from Abeokuta South requested for the availability of books in Public
Secondary School Libraries as well as Simeon Adebo Library.

23.  Mr. Olatunji Ademola from Abeokuta South requested for Government’s intervention in
the area of Forestry reserve especially in Area j4, llaro, Imeko, etc.

24. Mr. Dada Olanipekun requested for up liftment of creative writers e.g. Association of
Nigeria Authors (ANA).

25.  Mrs. Ademola lyabode Mary requested for the provision of soft loans to the
widows/widowers in Ogun State.

26.  Mr. Taiwo Lawrence requested for technical support to Farmers in the rural areas to
promote industrialisation and job creation.

8.0 HIS EXCELLENCY’S RESPONSE ON THE COMMENTS/RECOMMENDATIONS

His Excellency, Prince (Dr.) Dapo Abiodun MFR appreciated the people for all their contributions
and suggestions and promised that their inputs would be considered in the preparation of the
2020 Budget. Highlights of his responses were as follows:

Road infrastructure: His Excellency declared that the present Administration had placed a
premium on the rehabilitation and construction of roads which was a major problem in the
State. He noted the request for repairs on Obafemi Owode road. He stated that the
Government is working and testing an Alternative Rural Road Technology in Ifo which would
also be used in the rehabilitation of the other rural roads if it worked. He made it known that
Ifo is getting more attention than any other Local Government in appreciation of their large
voting size.

Patronage of Local Economy: His Excellency promised that local economy would be patronised
as deserved. Contractors and Agencies were urged to purchase cement, gravels and other
aggregate materials from local sellers for construction.

Healthcare:His Excellency noted that rehabilitation of hospitals and Primary Healthcare Centres
were on-going and Ewekoro hospital which was in a pathetic state was also noted.



Water supply: His Excellency stated that the issue of water supply had been discussed and
steps already taken on it. The responsibility of water supply which was embedded in the
Ministry of Special Duties would be placed under a new Agency that would be created, Bureau
for Water Supply. He made it known that two Boards, Water Board and Electricity Board would
be created to handle the issue on water and energy/electricity respectively and these would be
headed by people with proven tracks in these areas in order to make the State sustainable. He
said the supervising Agency for water Supply would be befitting, effective and efficient in
tackling the problem of water supply in the State. He also stated that Industrial Parks would be
built in the three Senatorial Districts with full facilities like water and power.

Urban Regeneration: In response to a request for beautification of Abeokuta, His Excellency
replied that Abeokuta was an ancient city and as a Capital, it needed to have befitting
infrastructure, water supply, housing and social infrastructure in order to meet modern day
demand of a sustainable city. He stated that His Administration was determined to make the
city of Abeokuta a typical and shining example of a sustainable city.

Christmas Carol: His Excellency promised that the venue for year 2019 Christmas Carol will be
befitting and sizeable to make it inclusive and participatory for all to attend and that the carol
service would be grand. He also noted that he would look into the activities of the Christian and
Muslim Welfare Board in order to ensure the welfare of the Pilgrims.

Agro-Investment: His Excellency acknowledged that Ogun State was way ahead of other States
in Farm settlements and Agro service and the plan was to turn the State to the food basket of
the Country. He noted the request on promotion of local Industry like watermelon, robo, black
soap, etc. He stated that the Ministry of Commerce would look into how to encourage Public
Private Participation in converting black soap to a commodity to be patronised.

Vocational Training: His Excellency stated that His Administration was committed to vocational
training. He stated that the country has enough capacity to train people and that the Central
Bank of Nigeria (CBN) had a programme in which the State wouldl bring 2,000 people to be
trained, provide instruments of their trades as well as a loan of 7 years given to them.

His Excellency stated that the request for the return of Dangote and other company in Ewekoro
was noted and would be addressed.

In response to a complaint raised from the Representative of League of Imam about
appointment of few Muslim in Cabinet, His Excellency stated that his Administration would be
sensitive to religious affiliations and not partial about religion in cabinet selection. He would
appoint on merit and ensure even distribution of Offices between Christians and Muslim. He
mentioned that presently, there were more Muslims in his cabinet which was not influenced by
any factor. He noted that these appointments were done in line with those that demonstrated
the capacity to perform exceedingly well.
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In response to a request that Oyan Dam be powered to generate electricity, His Excellency
declared that Oyan Dam was a Federal Government project meant to generate 9 megawatt of
electricity. He mentioned that he has been engaging the Federal Government on the transfer of
the Dam to State as it has not been functioning.

On Women in governance, His Excellency commended women for being consistent, loyal and
dependable and promised that they would have high representation in his Administration.

In response to NANS’ requests on provision of infrastructures, subventions and others, His
Excellency stated that subventions would be given to all Tertiary Institutions in order for them
to meet their expenses. Also, necessary infrastructure like hostels would be looked into and
students trained equipped to be self-sufficient when graduating.

In response to the issue in Tai Solarin College of Education (TASCE), His Excellency stated that
despite the high level of indiscipline found among the lecturers, part of the outstanding salaries
of the Lecturers have been paid and full academic activities had resumed in the School. He also
made it known that a Governing Council would be constituted to see to the affairs of the
School.

Conclusively, after the above responses many questions were asked in written forms which
were mostly related to what His Excellency had earlier addressed in the course of his reactions
and explanations with the people. Most of these questions were directly or otherwise related
to provision of basic amenities (road infrastructure, health, education, water, housing).

9.0 CONCLUSION

The people of Ogun Central Senatorial District have urged the State Government to place more
emphasis on the provision of infrastructure, good roads, portable water, rural healthcare,
education, agriculture and vocational training in the 2020 budget of the State. His Excellency
noted all the inputs and recommendations and promised that they would be followed up with
appropriate actions. He stated that the meeting would be in place from time to time to rub
minds with the people.

10.0 VOTE OF THANKS
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The vote of thanks was given by the Permanent Secretary, Ministry of Budget and Planning,
Alhaji H. T. Adekunle. He appreciated His Excellency for another opportunity given to hold the
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Civil Society Organisations and indeed everyone present for attending the meeting.

NAMES OF RAPPORTEURS FOR 2020 BUDGET TOWN HALL MEETING

Mrs. Akinyemi Olayemi, Department of Monitoring and Evaluation
Mrs. Gbadebo Temitope, Department of Administration and Supplies
Mrs. Abuka Oluwakemi, Department of Administration and Supplies
Mrs. Muraina Abosede, Department of Budget

Mrs. Ibitokun Oludolapo, Department of Budget

Mrs. Soneye Bolanle, Department of Budget

Mr. Onajinrin Adewale, Department o éudget
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Deputy Director of Budget, Ministry of Budget and Planning
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Town Hall Meeting and also appreciated all the dignitaries, Royal Fathers, stakeholders, NGOs,

Mrs. Balogun 0.0, \ & Mrs. 1.0. Olatunji
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Rep. Family Health Initiative, Women Advocacy on HIV Prevention
Ogun State Chapter and other diseases, Ogun State
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Mr A.0.O. Osibodu

Director of Budget, Ministry of Budget and Planning, Government Representative
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